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EDITOR'S
NOTES

HERE ARE guia & rember of leliers

gt o the adijorial office of SOVIET
LIFE &by Amedcan fesders (hal are
TRought-proveking

Sewaral of them have raised 5 Ques-
fign Mal e of universad interest thosa
days—he wast gull beteean the edu-
cated and the uneducated. The point ks
nat prirmarily a mattar of incoma, Thore
&ra many Bles-collar woskers who earm
a8 much or mose than white-collar work-
ars. What seame {0 be Inwvolved is an
Aftiiede of mimnd.

Some people think s sifly for a
worksd 1o cultivele intefiectual fraits,
read raal litarature or listen to classical
LS.

“¥Will this happen n Soviet society 7"
the letters sk The implication is that as
a country's living stendards go wp and
tha rank-and-fike woiker gats all his ma-
tarial meeds aatisfied, he s ulled by tha
poad things of e and ioses any nterast
e iy higve Rad in culfurgd things.

In spite of cwr rising standard of i
Ing, Whis 18 nol heppaning i ihe Soviet
Unson. Our Rewvolution was not made
[ugh b gel &0 exife piece of bresd. We
are mol buildeng sociafism aimply 10
hawe more cams and TV =efs, We do not
lock & rigéng Fing standards from the
puredy consumes poind of view, Prospar-
ity per se s ol the goad of our society.
It is only an indispenzable condition for
the Adividieals aociad prograss and
ioded devalopment. This (3 the view
ol the Communii Party, ithis = tha
couiss sbesred by fhe Soviel Govern-
ment in fs everyday activity, and this is
alat the cginion of millions of rank-and-
file citizens. That is why the growth of
liwing and tulteral standards has bean
& parsllel process in our country. And
fhe meacer we gl o communism, lhe
mare opportunities wa hive fof educa-
tlon afd cultural advancement. |11 maans
that we sxpect from Ehe fuiure nod the
inizllecival cleavage one reader refers
1o, but the intelleclusl undty of sociedy—
without unilarmity of uriwersal lewaling,
afl cousraa.

Maturally, nod all Soveel people have
the =amp cultural slandards. There #Ane
people wilfh high culiural reduirements,
ard there are soma [though they seam
to b in the minority] wiose laisure time
activity daas nof go beyond TV watch-
ing. Banl i would be wrong 1o atiribute
this differpnce o a diferencs in educa-
fionad lewefs. Our conoeption of & par-
san doing manual work—what Ameri-
cans call "the bug-coflar worker ™ —Rhas
undergane an essantial change. Today's




Alexandra
Kollontai

1872-1952
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